The ‘Lake Lure’  (Maryann & Kendrick Brown home)
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(The homeowner didn’t want their names to be used, but had allowed it once the magazine article came out.  Nor did they want the exact location of the home to be used, but that was allowed in the article as well.)

a) Describe the house...

The homeowner’s goal for the design of this home was simple:  she wanted a home similar to those in the “olden” days.  She wanted her home to be reminiscent of those old log homes of early settlers; a small cozy log cabin to begin with, then multiple sections that were later added on to the original cabin as the family and finances allowed.  The homeowner wanted the look of this style, but without the wait and completed the home without delays.  This hybrid home is built using Bob Timberlake™  timbers that are naturally contoured and structural insulated panels.  


b)  Describe the customer(s)...

The customers retired and relocated to the retirement/vacation area of Lake Lure, NC.  The plan was to build a home where they would live their remaining years, and one that the children would want to keep for next generations to use as a vacation getaway spot.  They have been most successful.  The home is nearly 3500 square feet.  The home design features the master suite on the main level, along with the great room, living room, kitchen, dining, laundry and pantry all on the main level.  The second floor layout consists of two bedrooms, with one being a ‘bunk’ room and a loft with additional sleeping space.  The Master Suite won honorable mention for best master bedroom design from Log Home Design Magazine.  The master suite layout features a HIS and HERS master bath layout, which are connected.  The design allows for each to have their own personal space, but keeps the areas private.  A special design finish feature of the space planning is the entrance doors to the bathrooms.  The matching doors for the bathrooms are recycled from a monastery.  One of the upstairs bedrooms uses a ‘bunk room’ style, featuring a large queen size been and two built in bunk beds.  The homeowner decided to add some fun to the design and added a small workable window to each space of the bunk beds.  The windows open and close and seem to be very popular with the grandkids.  Another favorite is the loft above the second floor bedrooms; it’s layout completely as a playroom for the grandkids.   


c)  How did they find Hearthstone?

When the customers visited the area prior to their relocation, they discovered a couple of different log home companies in the area; one of which was Hearthstone (distributor, Bill Breen?).  After meeting with Bill, they decided they liked the product, and felt comfortable about allowing Hearthstone to provide their dream home, but they just didn’t fit well with Mr. Breen.  The customers visited Hearthstone’s national sales office and manufacturing facility in Dandridge, TN.  Chris Wood, VP of Sales met with the homeowners and referred them to another distributor, Hal Minick of the Hendersonville area.  The homeowners met with Hal and instantly made a connection with Hal and his wife Jaquie.  They became close friends quickly and Hal helped with the design of their home.


d)  Why did they buy Hearthstone?

The homeowners loved the natural and unusual look of the Bob Timberlake Log Home Collection™.  They felt Hearthstone was the only company in the industry that could provide the unique and custom home they were wanting.  Once they met with Hal Minick and began working on the layout, design and details of the home, the reassurance came they were making the right decision with Hearthstone.  

e) Tell us something interesting about the process, include pre-construction, design, production, delivery, and construction...

The home features several custom design details, including space planning for many antiques the couple owned, as well as the rule:  “No Wasted Space”.  The couple needed a small ‘office’ area for the computer and bill payment area.  When working with Hal, they were able to work together to create a small office space under the stairs going to the upper level.  This allowed the stairs down to the basement area to be located elsewhere in the home.  The homeowners placed the second stairs at a more convenient area of the home, near the mud/laundry room entry.  The homeowners are very pleased with the split stair design and say it’s a perfect solution, which works for them.  

  
f)  Any other interesting information about the project, customer, or unique circumstance or outcomes?

Along with many special features and design aspects already mentioned, the homeowners thought about things that would work best for them.  For example, the garage:  a standard two-car garage with a breezeway that connected the home and the garage.  A benefit to their garage was the entry and exit.  They didn’t want the burden of worrying about someone pulling in behind them and being blocked in, or worrying about backing out of the garage to leave.  They simply decided they were getting older; they were retired for goodness sakes!  So, to make life easier they simply added an additional garage door.  This allowed the garage to become a drive thru garage, and it works beautifully for them.  As well for any guests that pull up and ‘block’ the garage.  The homeowners love it and many guests have commented on the benefit of such design.  


g)  Describe the interior finishes...

The homeowner is very creative.  She learned many faux finish techniques from her mother.  She did a ‘plaster’ style finish in the master bedroom.  When staining the logs, she created seven different stain variations and stained each log individually, each log with a different variation.  The laundry room is also a mud/flower room.  The homeowner has a passion for her flower garden.  Therefore, it was a must to include a space that would allow her toe enjoy her passion.  The mudroom is that space.  The mudroom is complete with a large oversized kitchen sink, with a garbage disposal for chipping and chopping the tough stems of flowers.  One favorite finish detail is the entry wall.  The homeowner wanted everyone that had been involved with the home, design, builders, contractors, vendors, etc., to “leave a mark” on the wall.  She invited all those involved with the home to grab a tool and leave a mark on the wall.  She then finished the wall with several layers of stain, and various materials to create a layered look allowing the ‘marks’ to shine.


h)  Describe the exterior finishes, landscaping, and general area in more detail...

The home sits upon several acres, and offers a glorious view of the Blue Ridge Mountains.  The covered porch, which covers three sides of the home, is complete with a screened porch on the rear of the home that includes a fireplace.  The area surrounding the home is filled with glorious flowers. Blacked eyed Susan’s and queen ann.’s lace are the most favorite and most populated.  Additionally, the home is located in the same town that many parts of the movie Dirty Dancing was filmed.  


i)  What would you have done differently now that the project is complete?

None known.


j)  Any customer/sales rep quotes we can use?

”Give me old, ugly and comfortable”.  “So many people are afraid to put formal antiques in a log home,” she says.  “The power of the logs, the wood tones—these antiques fit perfectly.”  

